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Italian Farming
• In 2010: the 6° National Agriculture Census

• The graph shows the Census results from 1982 to 2010

• We stress the Average Size increasing (red right scale)
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EU 27 figures
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EU 2007 details
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Holdings Data 

(.000 n°)

Avg. 

Size

United Kingdom 16.130     300                   53,8     

France 27.477     527                   52,1     

Germany 16.932     370                   45,8     

Spain 24.892     1.044               23,8     

Italy 12.744     1.679               7,6        

Poland 15.477     2.391               6,5        

Romania 13.753     3.931               3,5        

Total EU 27 172.485  13.700             12,6     

Source: Eurostat FSS - Final results from Census 2007

Utilised Agricultural Area 

(.000 ha) 



Italian Farm Structure
year 2000 vs. 2010
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n° .000 % n° .000 % ha .000 % ha .000 %
less than 4,9 1.839,5 76% 1.122,9 69% 2.267,5 17% 1.610,5 12%
5-29,9 470,4 20% 400,1 25% 4.322,5 33% 3.890,0 30%
30-49,9 45,8 2% 49,3 3% 1.407,0 11% 1.546,3 12%
more than 50 49,7 2% 58,1 4% 5.186,4 39% 5.838,4 45%
Total 2.405,4 100% 1.630,4 100% 13.183,4 100% 12.885,2 100%

Farm Size 
(hectares)

2000 20002010 2010

Utilised Agricultural Area 
(hectares)

Holdings



Owned / Rented

(Census 2000)
Hectares 

(.000)
UAA %

Owned Land 8.353 63,3

Rented Land 1.084 8,2

Both forms 3.769 28,5
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2009-2010
2011 (estimated)



Most Profitable Annual Crops
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Annual Crop                    (Area) Harvest (t) GSP Expenses Net Income
Break Even 

Point (t/ha)

Maize         (North of Po river) 13,0 2.730,00€   1.376,00€   1.354,00€    6,60

Soybean                (North-East) 4,5 1.800,00€   875,00€       925,00€        2,20

Wheat        (South of Po river) 7,5 1.785,00€   875,00€       910,00€        3,70

Durum Wheat           (Tuscany) 5,5 1.716,00€   864,00€       852,00€        2,80

Durum Wheat               (South) 4,0 1.248,00€   803,00€       445,00€        2,60

Oilseed rape                  (South) 3,0 1.212,00€   782,00€       430,00€        1,90

Sunflower                     (Center) 3,5 1.330,00€   904,00€       426,00€        2,40



Indicator of the 
income from 
agricultural 

activity

index 2005=100
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year 2000 2010 (e)
Bulgaria 105,1 158,7
Poland 61 145,2
Estonia 40,5 138,2
Belgium 118,7 134,3
Latvia 41,1 127,8
Germany 90,1 124,6
Hungary 75,1 123,3
Netherlands 124,5 122,1
Lithuania 60,8 121,8
Sweden 85 121,7
United Kingdom 80,8 121,3
France 111,5 116,3
Slovakia 82,4 115,2
Malta 78,7 114,4
Czech Republic 66,4 113,9
Norway 122,9 113,4
Portugal 94,8 109,2
Finland 94,6 107,8
Austria 90,8 106,2
Switzerland 103 103
Spain 104,2 101,7
Slovenia 71,5 92,8
Cyprus 95 92
Romania 66,9 89,1
Greece 118,5 86,5
Ireland 95,8 85,3
Italy 117,9 83,6
Denmark 104,9 78,7
Luxembourg 104,3 70,2
European Union 27 94,9 111,1
e=Estimated value  - Source:Eurostat
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2000-2007-2014 Consumption
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2000-2007-2014 Imports

SILC Fertilizzanti  - AFCOME 14



Import Details by 
Nation (2000/5/10)
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Regions’ Details
(Main Partners)
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Quantities and Market Shares
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Market Share & Quantity Details
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YEAR / Product N based P based K based DAP/MAP Compounds TOTAL
2001

Mediterranean 36,3% 63,0% 35,8% 77,2% 25,0% 43,5%
North/East EU 27 32,9% 33,3% 49,1% 1,1% 63,5% 34,9%
Rest of the world 30,8% 3,7% 15,1% 21,7% 11,5% 21,6%

TOTAL (t .000) 1.460      270        530        557         520             3.337       
2007

Mediterranean 34,5% 93,8% 43,6% 90,3% 20,7% 45,5%
North/East EU 27 39,3% 5,7% 48,5% 6,9% 73,6% 39,2%
Rest of the world 26,2% 0,6% 7,9% 2,8% 5,7% 15,3%

TOTAL (t .000) 1.450      176        505        432         435             2.998       
2010

Mediterranean 47,4% 88,4% 28,0% 90,4% 21,5% 46,7%
North/East EU 27 33,3% 10,5% 37,6% 6,4% 68,1% 35,3%
Rest of the world 19,3% 1,1% 34,4% 3,2% 10,5% 18,0%

TOTAL (t .000) 1.140 95 465 313 382 2.395
2017 (f)

Mediterranean 52,0% 89,0% 32,0% 87,0% 20,0% 51,1%
North/East EU 27 26,0% 9,0% 35,0% 3,0% 72,0% 29,5%
Rest of the world 22,0% 2,0% 33,0% 10,0% 8,0% 19,4%

TOTAL (t .000) 1.400 120 450 390 360 2.720
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National Production
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Raw Materials
Import (tonns)
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Product / period 2007-2009 avg. 2010
Magnesium sulphate 13.678 24.634           
Peat 485.970 549.280         
Phosphate Rock 197.198 231.860         
Phosphoric Acid 193.878 137.336         
Ammonia 84.263 62.846           



Industrial Use
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Some Numbers
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2020
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Operators’ Functions
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To Clarify
1. Italian price refers to «free on truck» fertilizer

2. Generally in 50 kg bags or (in particular North of Italy) 500-600 kg big 
bags

3. Huge differences between North-South and East-West (cheaper prices 
in North-East) 

4. Ravenna Port receives more than 50% of Italian Imports (ar. 85% of 
sea imports)

5. The discount for bulk fertilizer ranges from 12 to 16 €/t (starting from 50 
kg bag)

6. 33-34% Ammonium Nitrate: logistic and commercial difficulties 

7. The liquid fertilizer sector (eg UAN) represents 3-5% of the whole 
market

8. Truck transports account for more than 95% of all fertilizer deliveries
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1985-2005-2015
Price Evolution

• Until 1993 the national prices were managed 
from a Government Office (CIP)

• eg: in 1985, the DAP 18/46 price was ar. 116 
€/t while the NP 15/30 was ar. 119 €/t

• The aim was to limit the DAP imports (from 
USA) to promote the national production

• In 2000s the national prices were cheaper than 
West-European Imports 

• In the future we expect the same level
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Italian «Fertilizers » Export
• Italy depends on imports for the most common 

fertilizers and all raw materials

• Within exports (ar. 900 kt/y), more than 43% are 
organic fertilizer (ar. 390 kt/y)

• But the national production amounts to ar. 600 
kt, including local consumption

• Looking at other EU Countries market share and 
other custom codes, the numbers are worrying

• Looking at destinations, some fears have arisen
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Custom Code 23011000
FLOURS, MEALS AND PELLETS, OF MEAT OR OFFAL, UNFIT FOR HUMAN 
CONSUMPTION …
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Export to: From: 2008 2009 2010
EU27 37.899 64.309 61.657
Italy 185 0 0
EU27 118.597 142.951 189.457
Italy 9.837 8.651 1.014
EU27 34.758 111.094 107.440
Italy 8.613 17.668 6.944

PHILIPPINES

THAILAND

VIET-NAM 

Source: Eurostat - Quantity: tonnes



Custom Code 31010000
ANIMAL OR VEGETABLE FERTILISERS …
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Export to: From: 2008 2009 2010
EU27 29.157 31.703 54.548
Italy 25.953 31.651 54.421
EU27 18.171 41.491 52.405
Italy 18.020 41.201 50.119
EU27 66.182 191.557 165.331
Italy 57.044 180.374 157.927

PHILIPPINES

THAILAND

VIET-NAM 

Source: Eurostat - Quantity: tonnes
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CONCLUSION
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